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Special Edition

Ben Briscoe, Bruce Gray Killed
In Car Wreck Near Drummond
Funerals to Be
In Great Falls
On Tuesday

Ben Briscoe

Bruce Gray

Briscoe was born July 7, 1948,
in Helena, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin Banks Briscoe II.
He moved to Great Falls with
his parents and graduated from
Great Falls High School in 1966.
Briscoe, a senior in history and
political science, was active in stu
dent government throughout his
four years at the University.
A member of Sigma Phi Epsilon
fraternity, he served student gov
ernment as Leadership Camp
chairman, Missoula and Montana
Affairs Commissioner, and finally
student body president.
A former Bear Paw, Briscoe was
a 1969 state legislative intern and
was active in Silent Sentinel, the
Missoula V i e t n a m Moratorium
Committee and 19-Year Vote Committe this year.
He was a member of Air Force
ROTC and Arnold Air Society.
He is survived by his parents.

Gray was born Feb. 24, 1948, in
Great Falls, a son of Mr. and Mrs.
Orville Gray.
He was a 1966 Great Falls High
School graduate.
Gray, a senior in business ad
ministration, was a member of
Sigma Nu fraternity and a former
Bear Paw.
He was Freshman Camp coun
selor and served as Traditions
Board Commissioner his junior
year. He was an active supporter
of the 19-year vote.
Survivors are his parents and
two brothers, Jeffrey, at the fam
ily home; and Randall, UM fresh
man and Central Board delegate.
Gray’s parents have requested
that memorials be made to the UM
scholarship fund.

Funeral services will be Tuesday
for Ben Briscoe and Bruce Gray,
ASUM president and vice presi
dent, who were killed yesterday in
a car accident on Highway 10
about five miles west of Drum
mond.
Briscoe, Gray and Keith Strong,
chairman of the ASUM 19-yearold voting age committee, were
traveling west about 2:30 p.m. yes
terday when their state-owned car
struck a truck-trailer heading east.

Mertens Is President
Mark Mertens, ASUM business
manager, became president under
succession laws of the present
ASUM constitution.
Mertens said, “I will be acting
president until the government
gets on its feet and gets rolling
again.”
He said he would not comment
until later this week on whether
he would remain as ASUM presi
dent.
Services for Briscoe will be at
11 a.m. Tuesday at Great Falls
Episcopal Church. Gray’s services
are scheduled for 1:30 p.m. at the
Great
Falls
First
Methodist
Church.
The three student leaders were
returning from Butte where they
(Continued on Page 2)

Tragedy Leaves Void
The tragic deaths of Ben Briscoe and Bruce Gray yesterday
leave a huge void in student government at the University of
Montana.
Despite the Montana Kaimin’s frequent criticism of the
Briscoe-Gray administration, we sincerely believe they ac
complished more in a quarter and a half than most leaders
have done in a year.
Perhaps the greatest achievement of their administration is
the growth of student-faculty committees, on which students
have a genuine voice. It appears to be only a matter of time
before students have some sort of representation on Faculty
Senate.
Both Briscoe and Gray campaigned vigorously for lowering
the Montana voting age to 19. Yesterday, in fact, they were
returning from Butte where Briscoe had urged Montana Demo
crats to endorse lowering the voting age.
Under this administration, the entire ASUM constitution was
rewritten and Briscoe was just preparing to unveil it. An ex
pert in political organization, Briscoe reorganized Central
Board last spring, eliminating superfluous commissions.
Although they did not organize the Moratorium March last
month, Briscoe and Gray played significant roles in planning
the luncheon and dialogues with Missoula residents.
Briscoe, the organizer, and Gray, his administrator, had only
begun a series of reforms which UM student government des
perately needs. Their goal was to gain more than token repre
sentation for UM students on faculty committees.
Perhaps the best thing their friends can do in this moment of
grief is to establish a memorial scholarship fund as Gray’s
parents have suggested. In this way future students could be
made aware of the contributions Ben Briscoe and Bruce Gray
made to the University of Montana.
johnson

Pantzer Offers Condolences
UM President Robert Pantzer issued the following
statement to the Montana Kaimin this morning:
“It is difficult to understand a tragedy where there
is the loss of young men like Ben and Bruce.
“It has been a pleasure to have known them these
past two years. Each of them exhibited real leadership
qualities and were participating in a manner that only
strengthens student government and, hereby, the Uni
versity itself.
“They will be sorely missed by all of us who have
worked with them in our common goals at the Uni
versity.
“On behalf of the University, I extend the sympathy
of all of us here to the parents, relatives and friends of
these two fine young men.”

Briscoe, Gray
Die in Wreck
(Continued from Page 1)
had spoken to delegates of the
Montana Democratic party con
vention urging them to support
the 19-year-old vote issue.
Dean Neitz, publisher of the
Philipsburg Mail, told the Montana
Kaimin he arrived at the accident
scene shortly after the collision.
The driver of the truck, Ronald
Patrin, tried to avoid the car,
driven by Briscoe, which had
passed over the center stripe, ac
cording to Mr. Neitz.
Mr. Neitz gave the following ac
count to the Montana Kaimin:
The Briscoe car was driving at a
rapid rate of speed preparing to
ascend a hill. Strong was in the
front seat and Gray was riding on
the driver’s side in the rear. Both
Briscoe and Strong were wearing
seat belts. Briscoe had his shoulder
harness fastened.
The truck, traveling from the
West Coast to Minnesota and load
ed with 36 tons of frozen meat, was
descending the hill headed east.
When the driver saw the Briscoe
car in his lane, he swerved to
avoid the oncoming vehicle. The
Briscoe car caught the last two
dual wheels of the truck trailer
and was spun sideways.
A Ford Econline van following
the truck-trailer swerved to avoid
the crumpled vehicle and nearly
left the road where there was a
60 to 70 foot cliff.
Mr. Neitz said that Briscoe was
killed instantly and that Gray
lived for only a few moments.
No citations were given.
Granite County Coroner Charles
Bonham said blinding from the
sun may have been a cause for the
vehicle to be in the wrong lane.
Robert Zaharko, the Montana
Highway Patrol officer at the
scene, was not available for com
ment.
Strong was contacted this morn
ing but declined to comment.
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